Excerpts from interviews with three King of Glory families who talk about their decision to include The King of Glory Foundation in their estate planning:
MICHAEL & DORI WEIR
How did you make the decision to include the King of Glory Foundation in your estate planning?

(Michael:) Well, it came time to re-do our wills. We hadn’t done them in quite some time, so we looked at re-doing our wills. And a friend of ours reminded us that charitable giving is something  that some people include in their wills. So we talked about it and decided that we’ve been giving all our lives…we  wanted to continue that. And we decided  we would honor those organizations that have been really important to us throughout our lives and certainly King of Glory was at the top of that list. So we set aside 10% of our estate to go to those organizations, of which most of that 10% will go to King of Glory. 
Why did you decide to make that decision now rather than sometime later in life?
We were re-doing our wills, we hadn’t done them since our 19-year old was one, so we decided well it’s time to update it. And you know, we hope that we’ll be here for a long time, but we don’t know. My sister-in-law was killed in a car accident when she was 42 so even though we hope our days are long, there’s no guarantee. So since we were in the process of doing it, and we do commit to giving, and it just seemed like the natural thing to do.

JAY AND SANDRA MORRIS

How did you come to make the decision to include the King of Glory Foundation in your estate planning?
 (JAY:) I guess it all goes back to the mid-‘90s. We were having  to redo our will. We had more children and we wanted to make sure everyone was included. At that time we’d gone to a King of Glory charity function and ironically had bought a certificate from John Harris’ law firm to do some legal work. So we got in touch with him, made an appointment, and  were getting that all together. I had recently had a friend who was a policeman in Dallas who had died, and I wanted to set-up an endowment at our high school in his honor. So we’re going about doing that, and John mentioned, why don’t we consider putting King of Glory in our will also. Sandra and I thought about it, prayed about it, and then decided that’s a really good idea. So it was a pretty easy decision to make.
Why did you decide to make that decision now at this stage in your life rather than waiting until later?

(SANDRA:) Well you know we just thought that it was right. It was easy to do at the time, John made it very easy for us to put all the documents together. I don’t know, you shouldn’t wait until the last minute I guess.
(JAY:) Yeh, it felt like the right thing to do. King of Glory had given us so much, this was a small piece we could  give back, I guess at the end, but you don’t want to wait till the end. It was a no-brainer.

RANDY AND LYNN KURTZ
How did you come to make the decision to include the King of Glory Foundation in your estate planning?
 (RANDY:) That probably came from a long line of seeing it done from our parents, from others that we were around. When we were growing up, particularly when I was growing up, we learned real soon you can’t take it with you. And then it’s if you can’t take it with you and you have something, how best to assure that it’s being handled in a way that will help the greater good…and will help others as part of that greater good. The church has an outreach in certain areas that we can’t reach, and has a pretty broad span of outreach and so that became a natural place to look at where to distribute assets that may be somebody’s upon death.
Why did you decide to make that decision now rather than sometime later in life?

(LYNN:) I think it was easy to make the decision because we have shared some of the good fortune that we’ve had on a regular basis and we think about what we’re going to do in the future…what we might leave to our daughter, our only daughter, and it just seems natural that you’d make a decision to be more inclusive and let others benefit as opposed to just leaving it to your daughter.

From a speech by Elise Peterson at a King of Glory Foundation Legacy Society luncheon:
ELISE PETERSON

…Roger and I did some soul searching. What’s more important than what we did is how we were able to gravitate toward something which was meaningful to us. And we were able to make gifts while we were still alive as well as designate gifts that would be funded after our deaths. This is the opportunity that the King of Glory Foundation offers us. And it also gives to us responsibility to see to it that our benevolence extends beyond the perimeter of our families.

Roger and I were, and I, continue to be supportive of the Foundation because it offers us the assurance that the blessings we have enjoyed will continue to be passed on. Our philosophy of giving is contained in one sentence:
Roger and I have always considered giving not as giving away but giving back what others have provided for us.
